Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.012 Å; R factor = 0.055; wR factor = 0.182; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.4.
In the title complex, [Cu(C 17 H 19 N 2 O 2 )(NCS)], the Cu II atom is chelated by the phenolate O atom, the imine N atom and the amine N atom of the N,N 0 ,O-tridentate 2-ethoxy-6-[(2anilinoethyl)iminomethyl]phenolate ligand, and by the N atom of a thiocyanate anion, forming a distorted CuON 3 square-planar geometry. The dihedral angle between the aromatic rings of the ligand is 67.9 (4) . In the crystal, inversion dimers linked by pairs of N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds occur, generating R 2 2 (8) loops.
Related literature
For background to the structures and properties of copper complexes, see: Collinson & Fenton (1996) ; Hossain et al. (1996) ; Tarafder et al. (2002) ; Musie et al. (2003) ; García-Raso et al. (2003) ; Reddy et al. (2000) ; Ray et al. (2003) ; Arnold et al. (2003) ; Raptopoulou et al. (1998) . For related structures, see: Wang et al. (2009a,b) ; Wang (2009) ; Hebbachi & Benali-Cherif (2005) ; Butcher et al. (2003) ; Elmali et al. (2000) ; Warda et al. (1997) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 17 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (6) 157 (5) Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. (Collinson & Fenton, 1996; Hossain et al., 1996; Tarafder et al., 2002; Musie et al., 2003; García-Raso et al., 2003) . Considerable effort has been made to construct a variety of copper(II) complexes in an attempt to model the physical and chemical behaviour of copper-containing enzymes (Reddy et al., 2000) . The peculiarity of copper lies in its ability to form complexes with coordination number four, five, and six (Ray et al., 2003; Arnold et al., 2003; Raptopoulou et al., 1998) .
As part of our onging investigations into urease inhibitors (Wang et al., 2009a,b; Wang, 2009) , we have synthesized the title compound, (I), a new Cu II complex, and its crystal structure is reported here. The Cu II atom in the complex is chelated by the phenolate O atom, imine N atom, and the amine N atom of 2-ethoxy-6-[(2-phenylaminoethylimino)methyl]phenolate, and by the N atom of a thiocyanate ligand, giving a square planar geometry (Fig. 1 ). The coordinate bond lengths and angles (Table 1) are typical and are comparable with those observed in other related copper(II) complexes (Hebbachi & Benali-Cherif, 2005; Butcher et al., 2003; Elmali et al., 2000; Warda et al., 1997) . 
Refinement
H2 was located from a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically, with N-H distance of 0.90 (1) Å. Other H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances of 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) set at 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (C17). 1.342 (9) C10-C11 1.332 (9) S1-C18 1.627 (5) C10-C15 1.336 (9) N1-C7 1.265 (7) C11-C12 1.392 (11) N1-C8 1.470 (6) C11-H11 0.9300 N2-C10 1.452 (7) C12-C13 1.294 (12) N2-C9 1.489 (7) C12-H12 0.9300 N2-H2 0.901 (10) C13-C14 1. 346 (12) supplementary materials sup-5 N3-C18 1.142 (7) C13-H13 0.9300 C1-C6 1.411 (9) C14-C15 1.419 (10) 
